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Joseph Lucarelli: My name is Joseph Lucarelli and I'm interviewing Nya Carmen Layton in while I'm in Connecticut, she is in New York on May 16 2022. Do you give me permission to record and make public? This oral history?

Nya Carmen: Yes, I do. 

JL: And just a reminder, if I run into a question you're uncomfortable you don't want to answer you don't have to.

NC: Okay, thank you.

JL: Okay. So, can you just state your name?

NC: Full Name is Nya Carmen Layton.

JL: And your age?

NC: I am 19. 

JL: Your occupation?

NC: I am an executive real estate assistant and also a full-time student at Hunter College.

JL: Okay, your place of origin?

NC: The United States, Brooklyn, New York.

JL: And then your first language is?

NC: English. 

JL: Your ethnic identity and gender identity.

NC: Hispanic, Caucasian. She/Her.

JL: Okay, so my first question is, are you in your family from New York City? 

NC: Yes. 

JL: How did you end up moving here?

NC: So, my mom moved here. My mom and my dad actually moved here probably around 10 years before I was born. My mom lived nearby geographically she was in upstate New York. I think around the Katona area. So she lived there for the most of her life. And then she went to Arizona for college, and then ended up coming here to live here in our 20s. My dad is from California from the Bay Area. And he went to college in California, and then again, also came in his 20s. And they were both actors. And they both waited tables that said they met. But yeah, that's how we all got here.

JL: Actually didn't know that.

NC: Yeah, my grandparents also lived in the city for a couple years. I think that might have been before my mom was born. Yeah, I think it was they lived in the city for a while, but they had moved, like to upstate New York by the time my mom was born. Which as far as like, the history of like, who and my family has been here.

JL: Yeah. How do you get around the city?

NC: Public transportation. I take, you know, taxis sometimes, but for the most part public transportation or walking. Although, if I'm being truly honest, I kind of resort to taking public transportation more than walking.

JL: What is your experience with the public transportation system in New York?

NC: Honestly, I mean, of course, it has its faults and a lot of stuff that needs to be kind of remediated about it. But, in contrast to some other, you know, public transportation systems that I'm familiar with, it's pretty good. It's very comprehensive. Of course, there are areas in the city in some of the boroughs that are as well included. So, I think that's a problem. But I think generally, you know, there's maintenance all the time, that kind of interferes with, like, you know, consistency, but it's a fairly consistent rail system. I remember, I went to Washington, DC a few years ago, and I was taken aback by how poorly run it was, I think I had to wait like an hour to leave the first station, like it was just that poorly run. It was a lot cleaner and nicer. But,

JL: But there was very few, I mean you had to wait an hour, right?

NC: Yeah, it wasn't there. It wasn't consistently, right. So, I think in regards to that, I've had fairly good luck with the public transportation system. Of course, it's not very clean. There are issues, but I mean I think as far and I think it is accessible for a good number of people I do. Like, I think the fares are, you know, obviously more than they used to be, I remember when they were like $1.75. But I think it's still pretty accessible to the general public, and they have a lot of, you know, discounts for people who need it. And then also, like, I appreciate the AMI initiative they have now where it's like, six or 12 trips, 

JL: every 12 trips one free or something. 

NC: Yeah, which is perfect. It covers like, all my trips to work, like, just in those 12 trips, and then everything after that it's free, so don't really have to worry about it. So yeah, is a fairly good experience. Sometimes it's a little scary on there, like alive, but like, for the most part, it's fine.

JL: Yeah. My next question was, do you feel safe on the New York City transportation system?

NC: Yeah, sometimes I mean, most of the time, I would say yes. But I don't know. I mean, obviously, there are some things that have gone on recently that have made it feel a little less safe. Like I remember when the most recent big incident happened. On the subway, I avoided taking the subway until the person was like apprehended. I think definitely like the most like there are times when I'm on the public transportation system and there are people in the car, who clearly are not quite in the right mind. So, I definitely feel endangered in situations like that, and I definitely try to avoid taking it late at night. And if I do, it's with a group because otherwise I definitely don't feel safe. But I think that's kind of par for the course being anywhere as a woman late at night, especially in an urban setting.

JL: In a public. 

NC: Yeah. 

JL: Yeah. It'd be different if you drove your own car.

NC: Yeah, but even like in Connecticut when I drove my own car, like, I would never stop to get gas late at night because I didn't want to be out in the open alone as a woman at night, or late at night. Oh, also just really briefly going back to public transportation. And I will say, that's also a way that I've had a good experience in New York City public transportation just by the fact that it was so absent in places like Connecticut where I went to high school, like you had to drive, there was no other option. So, yeah.

JL: Do you have any specific wild stories that you can remember, of the being on a public transportation?

NC: I'm trying to think, oh, there was this one story. I don't know how wild it was. I'm sure I have wild stories like sealed away somewhere. But the one that comes to mind is like, I was on the train. And I was absolutely minding my own business and just like reading a book, and there was this kind of homeless. Again, someone a man who was not in his right mind, it was summer, he came on without a shirt, and his pants were kind of sagging and everything. And he sat down across from me, and he just started staring at me. And I tried to just like, envelop myself in my book and hope that he would stop. And it was like, he was aggressively staring at me like it what, you know,

JL: He wasn't trying to hide it at all. He was like, fully just looking at you.

NC: Yeah, yeah. It's like, sometimes you're like, oh is that person staring at me? Or am I just imagined, like, very obvious, you know and I started to pack up my stuff, as if I was gonna leave for the like, at the next stop, and I was gonna move on to another car. Because that's what I generally do. You know, sometimes, if a person's like, aggressively, kind of coming at you, you can kind of tell them to back off, but when it's someone crazy like that, it's really hard to kind of navigate what to do in that situation. But anyways, so I did that. And then I started to get up at the next station, and he got up. And then so I sat back down. And then he, like, walked to the other end of the car, walked back, sat right back down and kept staring at me. So, I had to like get up and then move over. Because I noticed this one woman was like looking at me and she noticed that he was, yeah. So I went over, and I sat by her, and she was like, I was about to get out my maize. That was so weird. I was like, Yeah, I literally didn't know what to do. And luckily, after that, I didn't see him again. But yeah, that was I think that was the most difficult situation I've had to navigate on the subway system. There's definitely Wilder stories, but that was the most difficult personally for me to navigate. I think.

JL: That's pretty crazy. Because he was definitely targeting you. I mean no,  

NC: No, aggressively staring me down, like and he sat back down, just get started. I was like, yeah.

JL: Do you genuinely feel safe in your community?

NC: I think I do. I mean, being raised in the city, I think I am kind of a paranoid person. But on the other hand, I think being raised in the city have thicker skin, and like you're unfazed by some things. So I think I've always very cautious and paranoid in that aspect. But I've definitely like had experiences with my friends in certain situations where they feel unsafe or something I'm like, It's fine. I don't understand what the issue is. And I was from Brooklyn, which I was from Crown Heights, which isn't a particularly dangerous area, although I've seen my fair share of like caution tape and like, things like that. I'm just like outside my book. But now I'm in the Upper East Side. So it feels like a very safe area again, like, I avoid walking alone late at night. That's just par for the course. But I do feel like I'm in a safe area.

JL: Okay. How does law enforcement fit into your vision of safety in New York? Like, do you think there should be more?

NC: That's hard to say. I mean, I don't know. I think law enforcement should kind of be run differently. I don't necessarily feel like law enforcement as it is. Feels like it's actually enforcing the law or safety. I feel like it's more intubation. Right now, I think like, you know, in some realms, like sometimes I think about the subway like anyone like was what just happened. Anyone could get on there with anything they could come on with guns and bombs and knives, you know, so I think there needs to be like more enforcement in that realm. And just kind of like, I don't know, some way to check to see like, you know, potential dangers. But I don't know, I think law enforcement is not quite ideal as it is because I think it's the way it is enforced, it's enforced more as a form of intimidation. Like I don't necessarily feel safer when police around, feel intimidated. So I guess just to summarize, in a clearer way, I think it just kind of needs to be reorganized a little bit.

JL: Yeah. Because I've definitely, I remember, seeing like, sometimes there'd be like, three or four, like standing outside entrance. And then some would just have none. But like, even the ones with some, they would kind of just stand there in a circle, just like talk.

NC: Yeah, no, and I feel like I just kind of like, I have always been very cautious when it comes to COVID. And everything. And I know, even when it was, like, now a lot of people are wearing less masks, although there's a resurgence again. But even when it was kind of in its peak, I told us, police never wear their masks. So that's just kind of indicative, I think of the system a little bit that like it's intimidation, and there's like a power structure there that they feel, it's kind of more that than, you know, enforcing safety.

JL: What is it like living in a city that has people all over the world?

NC: That I love! I mean, I always loved being in Brooklyn, it was very diverse. And like, you know, when I was on one of my old streets, like, I would hang out with all the neighbors, like all the neighbor, kids, and it was always really fun. And it was really diverse. And it was just nice to be in that kind of environment. And I didn't really know anything different. So I didn't realize, like, so much of the country wasn't like that. But like, when I came to Connecticut, it was lacking a lot in diversity. And I think, I don't know, I think it's really crucial to have that diversity because being so homogenous, like, I feel like I mean, just just in a selfish realm, even like, you kind of lose a little bit of your individualism and kind of melt into the, pack I guess. But in general, I think diversity is really important so like, having people from all over the world is really interesting. So like, yeah, and there are so many people like in Hunter who I've talked to, like, who are first generation. And it's, it's like, really cool to see, you know, them talk about where they came from, and things like that. So very cool. Overall.

JL: How would you say you benefit from the diversity? I mean you kind of explained that like you get to. I mean, I'll let you repeat yourself.

NC: Yeah, I mean, really just more of the same, like you said, just kind of being able to have those conversations with people and be a little bit more enlightened beyond like what you're used to. I think the one thing is, even though New York is so diverse, I think it also is fairly like segregated into communities. I mean, in Brooklyn, you definitely saw that there was a big Jordan, Jewish Orthodox community, like near me. And that was like, clustered in one geographic area. And then like, I think that goes with a lot of different like, races and religions. So it's, I think everyone's a little bit sequestered into their own groups. So I do, even though it is so diverse, I wish that there was like, a little bit more openness between groups. I guess that kind of goes off track to what your question was. But yeah, that's just kind of where my mind was.

JL: That's fine. It's I mean, the whole point is to talk about it. So if it goes off track that perfectly fine. Oh, what have been your experience with the New York City public education system? As a student?

NC: Honestly actually, I can talk a little bit about that a little bit. So I went to high school at a public school in Connecticut, but before that, I went to alternate and an alternative school in Brooklyn. It was a private school, so it wasn't public. But then I left there and I went to, I tried at a public school for a while and I tried to the charter school for a while, um, and then I was homeschooled, so I didn't really have too much hands on experience in a public school. But from what I did have, like I don't want to say anything to assertively because like I said, it was so brief and like I don't really have enough knowledge she's certainly think I don't want to take anything back from those who have. But I think for me, at least at the time, it wasn't quite right. It was very rigid and very strict and very enclosed. And I felt like I don't know, I didn't have the chance to, like, flourish at all. I know that sounds a little like trite, I guess. But like, yeah, for me that and you know, I was coming out of a very different environment. So, yeah, overall, it's hard for me to say but that was that was my experience at the time.

JL: Yeah. What are what are some personalities of a New Yorker? What do you think are some?

NC: Ouh!! I mean, okay, spunky. assertive, absolutely. I'm just gonna honestly think of my mom here in general, my mother is such a New Yorker. But she's also probably one of the craziest. I'm kind of like, reserved, in a way just kept to them keeps to themselves a little bit. But I think it depends on the situation. They can also be very sociable and extroverted. So I know, those are completely conflicting. But I think it does depend on the scenario. Let's see. Yeah, I think sociable sometimes. And fashionable. Oh, my God. Yeah, that's one of my favorite things about the city, I don't know if that's gonna be a question. But that's one of my favorite things about the city just like, yeah, fashionable and expressive, you know, self- expressive, like, there's a lot of like, everybody has their own individual identity. And part of that is, you know, shown through fashion, so I really appreciate that.

JL: Yeah. Do you alter your social interactions to survive and or thrive in the city?

NC: You know, I think for me, this might be the case with everyone to an extent I think I naturally adapt to like, fit my personality to a certain situation. I noticed that because I used to live half of the time in New York and half of the time in Connecticut. And I feel like my relationships with my friends in each of those places was different. Or, like, I feel like my personality was a little different, but it wasn't something that I think I did. On purpose. I think it's something that kind of naturally comes out. And I also think like, it's very odd. Because I mean, I would like to say I've kind of always been myself, because for one thing, like, when I was in the city, I wasn't quite as extroverted as a lot of people from the city are. And like, I wasn't, I don't know, I wasn't quite in that as much. But then when I came to Connecticut, for high school, like, there were people who said, like, Oh, you're from the city that makes so much sense. Like, I didn't think you were from here. So like, I guess something about me kind of was city like, but it definitely wasn't anything I did on purpose. And I don't think I do anything now on purpose. But again, with fashion, I think, like, there's just so much more openness to like, be your truest self, which, again, sounds very trite, but I think it's true, because I think like, there's a lot less like judgment, because there's so much of everything in the city. So like, no one's going to look at you and be like, you are the craziest person. So like, you can express yourself with fashion, you can express your like, truer thoughts. So I think that comes out a little bit more in the city than other situations.

JL: Yeah, because there's so many people and everyone's just minding their own business. He could kind of just thrive. Yeah. So I just want to remind you don't have to answer any questions or uncomfortable with because you're moving topics. How well do you know your neighbors and the people in your community?

NC: Not very well, I mean, I have a very kind community and my building. So like when I with any one of the elevators, you know, we'll kind of do the cordial thing of saying, Hello, how are you. There are a couple of neighbors I've talked to a couple of times but yeah, I don't really know anyone close. But like I said, when I was a kid, there was one block I lived on and I was friends with like all the kids on my block. That was really fun. And like I was very close to all them. And that was 

JL: That was what sorry?

NC: Brooklyn, just like it's easier I mean, I'm in a very different phase of my life now. And I think when you're a kid, it's easier to make friends anyways. But I think it is easier in a place like New York, or like Brooklyn than Manhattan to kind of get close to your neighbors. I think something about the high rises is just so many people have concentrated and like, they're all kind of minding their own business. Whereas there's more of like a block community in places like Brooklyn sometimes.

JL: What public support systems have you experienced in your community if there are any?

NC: That's a little hard to say one thing that comes to mind, I'm not sure if this qualifies as a public support system. But every Friday when I'm on my way to school, there is a composting center that opens in the mornings, right by the subway stop. So I think that's really cool. I really want to get involved in that, and kind of drop off my compost as well. So that's something that's really cool, because I don't see that everywhere. Other than that, I'm not really familiar with the support programs in my community. There may be but you know, not many that I'm familiar with, there are city bike. I guess that kind of qualifies, in a way.

JL: Yeah. There are ways where that qualifies. What does good housing mean to you in terms of the neighborhood?

NC: Good housing or like fair housing? Well, the question is good housing.

JL: What is good housing mean to you in terms of neighborhood?

NC: I don't know. I feel like that's an odd question for me to address a little bit. I mean, good housing, let's say fair housing. Just, you know, access to adequate resources without, you know, having redic paying a ridiculous amount, which I think is hard to find in the city nowadays. You know, and a fair amount of space. I think, you know, so many apartments and dwellings in the city are very restricted for space. Um, I think there's a certain amount of space people required to like, lead a sound mental. State, if that makes sense. I mean, that's not true for everybody. But I think good housing involves adequate space. I think that's the biggest thing. Yeah. And safe housing safe housing, for sure.

JL: Yeah, that was actually one of my next questions is, what is will say Fair Housing mean, do in terms of safety?

NC: Yeah, I mean, in terms of safety, again, just like, making sure an apartment satisfies all the necessary safety requirements, it should I think not all apartments or dwellings in the city do, you know, protected in case of fire? You know, all the electrical stuff is in order. I know, lead paint is a problem. So, you know, just making sure everything is in order to the extent it should be I guess, I'm having trouble thinking of specifics on hand. But I mean, just, you know, I think there's kind of a basic set of standards that an apartment should fulfill.

JL: Yeah. What does fair arcing mean to you in terms of public space in an area? Like Parks?

NC: Great question. Yeah. I think it should be easy access to a park I think probably within who I think everywhere should have access to open spaces like a park within a five-block radius of where they are. That might even Yeah, I think that's good. A good kind of radius and measure. I think within a five block radius is fair, I think everyone should have access to that and you know, not having access to that can be a real deficiency and can be a real restrictor on people's quality of life.

JL: Yeah, because being surrounded by just buildings on top of buildings can really like affect a person.

NC: Yeah, not only they are like, it deeply affects their mental state, it can affect their health. You know, if they're not getting adequate access to open spaces and like nature, like that can negatively impact your health. So,

JL: Yeah. What does Fair Housing mean to you in terms of food in the area?

NC: Oh, that's another great question. Again, I think maybe the same thing, everyone should have a grocery store within a five-block radius, everyone should have some kind of access to food. Within a three-block radius, I would say something like that, like a deli, a bodega or something. But a grocery store in particular, I think I'll just say the five-block radius, just to kind of put a number to it. But I think everyone essentially should have easy access to nutritional food and not just, you know, not just a bodega that has, you know, grab and go snacks that don't offer any nutritional value. 

JL: Yeah. I mean, that all ultimately goes back to safety, you know, because you're just surrounded by where the bodega is, and are like McDonald's. And, I mean, you're not really going to be the healthiest and safest. What does Fair Housing mean to you in terms of transportation?

NC: Well, I mean, I think everyone should have, you know, pretty equal access to transportation. That's kind of comes back to what I was saying earlier about transportation. I don't know, I think New York City generally does a really good job with public transportation. I think a lot of people have access, but I know, there are so many people in Queens who don't have access, there are people deeper in Brooklyn who don't have access or very, very difficult access. So I think that can be improved.

JL: Yeah. What do you think? are ways to improve that though, like, at subway lines, or Bus stops? Yeah. Have you ever been worried about not being able to afford to rent?

NC: I mean, I am lucky enough to be in a very fortunate situation where I'm subletting from a family friend. And she has a rent controlled apartment. So I, you know, and they're fairly safe in my rental situation, like, I don't have too many concerns about being able to afford rent. But I am absolutely concerned if I ever like, was not living in this situation. Like every once in a while, I think about like, if I was not in this situation, I honestly don't know what I would do. Because living costs in the city are so inaudible or inordinately expensive.

JL: How do you feel about the homelessness crisis in New York City?

NC: I think it is out of hand. I you know, I mean, obviously, you walk around, even in my, you know, neighborhood. Like I see homelessness all over the place. It's like, you know, on the subways, by on subway stations, that's, you know, that's a big place. And I think there is stuff that can be done. I think it was a couple years ago, I was reading this article goes about Canada. I could be completely wrong about this, but I think they gave stipends to homelessness $1,000 a month, something like that. 

JL: Sorry, you froze there for a second. Can you repeat that?

NC: Oh, yeah. So I think it was this article about Canada. And I believe they gave homeless people $1,000 A month or something like that stipend, so $1,000 a month to get back on their feet. And ultimately, it did not like negatively impact, like Canada's financial stability or economy. And it was just enough to get them on their feet to cover their bare minimum living expenses. And from there, they had a thriving like economical value. And they entered back into the job market and like they were able to prosper in a lot of ways they weren't able to do before. So I wish other communities would enforce things like that. I think, really what a lot of communities need and like don't put in with homelessness, and I mean with a lot of issues in general is like they don't realize that like those who are less fortunate They are like, Yeah, I don't know, um, those who are less fortunate, like they need the resources in order to prosper. And like, once they have that, and nine times out of 10, they're going to give back to the community tenfold based on how they ended up contributing to the economy, and things like that. So,

JL: Do you think like, as a society and as the government, do you think they should do something along those lines of what Canada did to try to fix the curbside prices? 

NC: Yeah, I think that was one of the best models I have. You know, I don't know, I don't think it was a Canada Canada Wide thing. I'll have to actually, this reminds me off to look back into it. It might have been a specific community in Canada. But I think that was a fantastic model for how to address the homelessness crisis. Because I think, you know, a lot of people kind of give up on it. And they're like, Well, what are we supposed to do about it. So I think that provides a really good model.

JL: Yeah, it was an attempt, which is better than just letting you,

NC: It was a successful attempt. That's the thing, you know. So,

JL: Yeah. How do you feel about the BLM protests?

NC: Oh, I very much think they're important. I participated in a number of them. So I don't know, I think they're very, very important. Yeah, I think voicing, your voice, for lack of a better phrasing, is really important with things like that. It's like solidarity is so key. And I think, peacefully doing that is so important. I think a lot of things, you know, get out of hand, like, I think of the capital insurrection. And, you know, that's an example of something that went way out. Okay. But I think like, the BLM protests were very, very important. I mean, I could go into more specifics, but I'll just, I'll just leave it at that.

JL: I know you protested in Connecticut. Well, this was pandemic time. But did you ever go to or read about New York City's anti-racial protest?

NC: I don't think I wanted to any of New York City's anti-racial protests. I've been to a couple of New York City's climate crisis protests. Yeah, I was in Connecticut at the time. I don't know. I mean, I think I didn't read much about New York City's protests in particular, I know. Well, I know there were some things that happened. I know, there was a big, aggressive police backlash in New York, that was one of the places where there was a lot of aggression from the side of police. And there were a couple of articles I had read about that. And a lot of things that I had seen from some of my peers who were protesting in New York, who were posting like guides for how to prepare for a protest, like, bring goggles, in case they like pepper, spray the crowd or throw tear gas into the crowd, like things like that. So I know, a lot of it got quite out of hand. But yeah, I mean, I know at that time, like in Connecticut, the protests are much more peaceful. We did get, you know, backlash. Trump protesters, like I remember at one point, like there were weekly BLM protests on this one corner, and then on the opposite corner, like Trump protesters, like stamped themselves there. And it was like this whole thing. But ultimately, it was like, you know, relatively peaceful, but I remember reading so many headlines at the time really aggressive backlash towards the protests, and I know New York was one of those places.

JL: How did you feel about the Trump protesters in front of you in Connecticut?

NC: I mean, honestly at that point, because that was so I went through a lot of I went, you probably, I don't know, how many maybe five, or something, um, when they first started going on, and then after a while, like, I wasn't able to make it very frequently. So by the time the Trump protesters had stood their ground, like I wasn't there, but I passed by it on the way to work every day. I'm honestly like, this. In all honesty, it felt that they were there. Like, quite frankly, like, it was just, it was so dumb. I mean, I think they don't even know what they're like, fighting for half the time. Like the fact that like it was a Trump protest in response to BLM. Like, it's not even just an All Lives Matter protest, which again, I have a lot of criticism about. But it was like Trump in response to BLM. So it's just like, actively asserting his racism. Um, so? Yeah, and I don't think there was the need for any conflict, you know, is a very peaceful thing. So like, the fact that they stood themselves there, like it was purely for the purpose of conflict, which felt very counterintuitive. So,

JL: Yeah. How do you overall feel about the all lives matter, like protests?

NC: I don't know. It's hard to like, summarize these things. Again, I think it's kind of like dumb, like, these things are so dumb, sometimes, like Black Lives Matter. Just it's not saying that all lives don't matter. But it's like saying that they matter. And like all lives matter. Like they don't actually really believe that, like, the fact that that's what they're combating Black Lives Matter with. Just doesn't really make sense. And like, I think it's just, I don't know, it's hard to put myself in that mindset. So like, I wish it was easier to have a conversation with those people to kind of get to a common ground so that we could be at the same understanding that like, to always do matter. Yeah. But that also means that means black lives matter. So the very, the very basis of it, I think, is very strange and flawed. So I think that is indicative of the whole thing a little bit.

JL: Yeah. Do you have any stories you're willing to share about any encounter? Any encounters you have led to? Oh, my God, I really butchered that. Do you have any stories you're willing to share about encounters you have had with racism? Like have you ever encountered racism personally?

NC: I mean, I'm a white woman, so I can't I mean, you know, I've kind of seen it with some of my black friends and peers a little bit. But, you know, I haven't personally had any experiences with it.

JL: Yeah. Do you have any negative encounters with the police?

NC: No, no, we didn't really have any like, as far as a protest go. As far as a protest go to like I said, it was a fairly peaceful protest in a small town. The police really didn't provoke any involvement or anything. So.

JL: Yeah. 

NC: Yeah 

JL: How is your opinion NYPD changed over time?

NC:  I think it's been formed over time. You know, I mean, I think like, when I was a kid, I didn't really have much of any opinion of the NYPD it's just the police. But,…

JL: Hello.

NC: Hello, 

JL: You froze from it.

NC: Oh, Okay. The NYPD. I can't like necessarily speak to explicitly about because I haven't had many like interactions with them personally, although I've read so many terrible stories. So again, I think like, just a very flawed dynamic with Police Force in general. And I don't mean to generalize, because I like I'm not necessarily like, in a cab person. But I think a lot of times, it's like, police feeling a power dynamic. And like, kind of utilizing that, rather than enforcing safety, just back to what we were talking about earlier.

JL: Yeah. Do you think any changes should be made with the way the NYPD operates? Given the events of the last few years? And if so, what do you think should change?

NC: I mean, honestly, I think, you know, you should take we should, the government should take a closer look at the records of each of the officers and hold them accountable for that. And honestly, get rid of all that bad eggs. You know, like, I think those things are on record, you know, it's like, it's there. Like, there are bad people in the police force. So I think those people shouldn't keep getting, like free ride. Like, I think they should be eliminated from the forest. And I think there should be heavier training implemented to promote, like, compassion. And, you know, promoting safety. Because I don't think there's enough of that. I think there's a lot of detachment, emotional detachment, that leads to a lot of these problems in the violence. So yeah. Yeah, it's to be training more.

JL: Yeah. Or yeah, in some way. Like there needs to be more training. 

NC: Yeah.

JL: And punishment, like definitely. 

NC: Yeah. 

JL: Will you active in the protest at all in a digital or in person way over the last two years?

NC: Yeah. I mean, we went over that. So,

JL: Yeah. Well, I mean, I know you were in 2020. But were you in 2021? And 2022? Like digitally at all?

NC: Oh, yeah. last two years? No, not the BLM protests? No, I've been a part of some other, like protests and public policy engagement things, but not the BLM protests.

JL: Are there any memorable experience from your activism that you're willing to share? Like, is there anything that like, when you're protesting, like stands out to you?

NC: Let's see. I mean, not necessarily one moment in particular color, but there were a lot of speakers at the protests that I went to. And a lot of the things that they said were very impactful. So I think listening to people's experiences, that was one of the most important like, moments and parts of it, especially being someone who, like, you know, hasn't experienced that stuff hands on, like you, you read about it. And, you know, you try to experience as much empathy as you can. But it's like really hearing those experiences that grounds you back to the purpose of like, why you're there.

JL: Yeah. How is your life's changed financially since COVID?

NC: I mean, it's, for me, it's improved, but I was a minimum wage part time worker. So, you know, it's about on par. I suppose. I have had a few jobs since COVID started. And the unemployment benefited me. So, yeah, I would think it's, I would say it's improved since but I definitely don't think that's the answer. For the majority of people. I think it's just based on what my situation was a before COVID and also just the period of my life that I'm in, you know, it's kind of the period where you started to move up in the world a little bit with your occupation anyways, so,

JL: Yeah, that was actually my next question was, how are the working conditions a workplace before COVID? How is it shifted since the lockdown in March of 2020? 

NC: Yeah, I mean, I've had a couple of different jobs, then. So it should completely,

JL: How is your, life changed personally since COVID? Are there any new hobbies you've taken up or old hobbies you brought back?

NC: A little bit I really wish more like, I think I've been so busy. Which is really an excuse, like, I think everyone can make time for things if they want. And I'm saying that about myself. Um, but, I mean, periodically, sometimes I'll get back into old hobbies like sewing, I like to sew sometimes I'll do that drawing I do every once in a while. Photography, I got so into photography during COVID. And now I've just kind of let it completely fall by the wayside. I want to pick that up again. But yeah, I'm a big hobby person. But recently, I've been very busy and haven't made the active effort to make the time before. So. I'm trying though.

JL: Yeah. How has your relationship changed with your friends?

NC: A lot like, I think in part, it's COVID. In part, it's just changing. And, you know, in line with that, it's just like this phase of life, kind of similarly, with the whole work thing, I think, you know, I fill out with a lot of my friends. For more outright reasons, and then some I've like lost touch with a little bit over time. We're all in such different places like ventually and geographically. So yeah, it's changed a lot. But again, also, it's because I went from high school into college during that time, so it's gonna be a big shift anyways.

JL: Yeah, like, no matter what the pandemic like, life with friends after high school was gonna change. 

NC: Yeah, 

JL: so even with it, it kind of just totally, 

NC: Yeah.

JL: How's your relationship change with your neighbors?

NC: I mean, completely different. I have brand new neighbors. I never really had any close neighbors in my old town. Our house is kind of far away from a lot of other houses. So I didn't really have any close neighbors. And here, I didn't I kind of talked about my neighbor situation earlier. But yeah, completely different.

JL: Do you think if COVID was never a thing? And let's say you're in your apartment, now, would you have a closer relationship with your neighbors? Like if COVID was never a thing?

NC: No, I don't think so. I think or my relationship with my neighbors is what it would be. Yeah, pretty much.

JL: How has your relationship changed with your family since COVID? And in all that.

NC: I mean, it's shifted a lot, I think, just I think, I don't know. It's shifted a lot. I think COVID. I will say like, relationship-wise, directly between me and my family. I think I've kind of gotten a deeper appreciation for my family a little bit. So I do try to be in communication with them. But as far as like, my whole family structure, like that's, that's changed a lot. I think a lot of people just kind of like, we're all over the place during COVID. So people went all over the place. I don't know. So it's just it's changed a lot, really, without getting too much into details.

JL: Yeah. How has COVID impacted your health and the health of your family?

NC: So my younger sister has Marfan Syndrome disease, which is, it probably impacts your heart. So we had to stay very, very isolated when COVID first came around for a very long time. For I don't know, six months, I like could not leave the house except to go on hikes. So there's that. can you repeat the question again, just so I can ground myself a little bit sorry.

JL: Yeah. Um, how has COVID impacted your health and the health of your family?

NC: Oh, yeah. I got COVID Very recently, fairly recently, for the first time. I wasn't very severely impacted by it or anything and now I think just about everyone in my family has had it once. It's just kind of gone around so many times and it's become inevitable at this point, basically, but no one in my family think God has been severely impacted by it. Actually, my grandparents have it. Right now, which I'm hoping for the best with them, but so far, they're in good places. I think with it, they're they're going through a smooth like remediation. So

JL: That's good. Yeah, it was a good thing to hear. Do you think there are any benefits to your life from the two-ish, three years in quarantine? And is there anything you learn about yourself and or your family?

NC: That's a loaded question, my man.

JL: We will take a bit, were there anything you that you've benefited from the last couple of years? Because of COVID?

NC: I don’t know feel like it was kind of a rough time, I think like, I don't know, I just changed a lot. And some of it was good. But I think it was going through the motions. I don't know.

JL: It was just happening fast. And I mean, we were both seniors, you know, like, these couple of years, we're gonna be big no matter what.

NC: Yeah, I've just gone through such a massive mental rollercoaster just COVID for a myriad of reasons. So I think it's gone up and down. It's hard to think of like, particular instances of like, benefit. I know, they were there. It's just kind of like, like I said, it was a roller coaster. So, it's kind of hard to pinpoint those things.

JL: Yeah. And then, did you learn anything about yourself and or your family? Through COVID? Like, yeah, these years.

NC: I mean, I, in all honesty, like I was, I was depressed for a minute. So I kind of like, had some self reflection during that time. And I think I work to get past it. And I think it was important to recognize that so yeah, there was like self-recognition and reflection there and stuff that I learned about myself there. I wasn't before COVID It was just like, there was so it's like, yeah, I don't know. But um, yeah, I recognize that. And I think like I've, I've moved past it. For the most part. I think everyone's constantly working on themselves. And we all have our moments of highs and lows. But, um, I think I did a lot to like, keep myself busy and like, occupy my time was really cool things. For the most part, so I think I learned that about myself that like, it's important to, like recognize those things and figure out what the best move forward is for you.

JL: Is there anything you think I should have asked or anything you'd like to add? Because we're wrapping it up?

NC: I don't think so. I mean, it sounds very comprehensive.

JL: That's good. 

NC: Yeah.

JL: Are you still comfortable making this oral history public?

NC: No, no, I'm kidding. Yeah. Well,

JL: That's good. Looks like I'm failing this class. So yeah, that was this is the end. Thanks again for your time. Very appreciated. 

NC: Yeah, any time.
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